
bei.ng sworn stc::..tes as f;ollows:-
•.• �� ._r:;::;(.�v-:--ct, 

MR •. RAMSAROOP:· I am appearing .f:a:r-Mr. Sug�irn Singh, as counsel to 

the Commission. 

'CRA.L,IA.N: Call Colonel King • 

. MR. SilEPHER]): l1'f.t�.::{JCin·g i's sup1;osed to be here at 91. and ,if it pld1sas
• t' ·'."" 

the Commissiqn, Colonel De. Fr�it�s is here. , � 
MR •. RAMSAROOP: . I have 1;-0.'_ob jettion� to Colonel De • Freit'-'s• 

CHA-1RI4.JlN; Ylaa-t- is � o�r 
•1', ,.,.. 

fi;rs ·L mi,u1e?• 
. .. . i.:. ....,...v­

'WI '.CNESB. . "eels u De •. 
• {)' 0 - I . ,-::-� , "\ ·') - ·+ Frd1tas. - 2 � ho:v--....._ JA.. -� e,......_. • 

•J 
' 

i;:.' J ' 

MR. RAMS.�ROOP:· Your full.-n��?is'·yel_sQ:Lima De. Freitas, and you p,re
) •. I� i,M .� 1'., , 

' the �o�ai;di�g office:£: of,'t�he Bri tish'.:...Guiana Vo�un�_eer Force?

. .1-TI'I'NESS: Yes. .,,/ . 
.... •.�tlt-

MR. �01?.:. What :j.s· tha a ... .t-k-,ri�d.. ..si;t'����- .a.:t;; the.· force?.. 
. ... 

WITNES;:;� Th� authorized strength is 600 .• 

:MR. RAMSAROOP: What is th,e 9omposi tion of your' }Sat_Jall\ion? 

·WITNESS:' The 'b\.ttan.ion is .mq,de· up of a headquarters.company, ,ind

four r:i_fle companies .of whicl;l. one is stationed at Mackenzie, ana

another at New Amsterdam.

MR: RAMSAROOP: What are the du\ies of your forces?
r ... ,;. . : 

y_ou· to embody soll_le;�_9f,' y0ur forces? 

WITNESS� Yes, -he did on the 24't� May, to embody a· small number of 
' " f" ., 

.:� 

men, 22 in number. 

l\1R. RAMS,Lft00P: Is this 3, &��f the letter from His Exc01lency the· 

Governor?. 

WITNESS; I have one here I tliink it is in my file. 

MR. SHEPBERD: -No. obJection�, f.' 

WITNESS:·" • I will re'c:1d the copy.
. � •. 

. 
. .... CHAIRMAN: .The 'letter wj_ll be Exhibit 11N11 • 

·,rrn-.'··RA.MSAROOP: At the time of the embodidrnentl.\.l-... Wlhut wo.s the strength
·; 

of the · Company1 •• •
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WI'J.NESS: Ninty-five of1fcers and men. There was one Majur 1 and -

three W6re ,Subc�l ;l;.9]'nS ninoty 011C. o;t;her ranks•

··MR, -ruw,s,iBOOT->.J... Was that :u?-Offl the Mini-si:ry of Home Aftairs?

WI'l'l�8Sa Gomrnisciancr <:°'£--Bolice.

MR. R,,MSAROOP: On the 25th May you were requesi;ed by the CommissLn0r

l) �of P�li.9e to order the embodiment of the entire Volunte.,r Force.

WITNBSS: Yes sir.
�-

lilR-: SHEPHEffl): Wha. t time w <.i.S that?

" WI'i'NESS: In the morning? 

1M�OP: And w�G Major Larngl�n in cr.ar�G then? 

WITNESS: He was in f) J -t- 0 " . Q__� �< charge of the embodiedment? � � 
....fl; �. h.(. 

MR. RR::MSnROOP: Can c,yv<�1.- .__J_ �._..--cl- -1 tJ.->- � '1 r -c..., ....
you say thd. t on the 24th this year the pla to0.n '( � �.

a:rrived at Wismar and wa.s in force? 

WITNESS: Ori the" 25tli. 

'c�·what time.was tho.t. 

WITNESS: It was 4 to'5 in the evening.
-· � . 

°'7. 

M�ROOP: D�d ;you Colonel ,receive report subsequently from· Mr • 
.. 

Langham;, 

WITNESS: 
. ' 

� 

MR. RAMSAROOP: Ori ,Thtfrsday 28th May did you visit Mackenzie? 

WITNESS: I did. 

MR. RAMSAROOP: Thank you. On Thursday 28th you paid a visit· to 

Mackenzie 1 you went because of· a s.eries of compLitnts against the 

Volunteer Force. What were these co:i1plaints? 
WITNESS: There were allegations that were made durine the disturbances, 

that the police and Volunteers were there and they did not stop the 

confusion in the area, Do y9u mind if I call the nc:i.rnes of four of the 

persons from my file. 'I·here was Rahaman 1 but I do not t\.0.p.k I can 
·'9!-

remember the names of the ot. :ers.

CHf4I11MAN: Yes. one Mr. Rahaman·. ·

WITNESS: Mr. Rahaman rr.et Captain Stevens who was u.ppointed at :Mckenzie. 

Mr. Rahaman alleged that roemhers of the Volunteer F.orce had stood idly 

by whil\e people were being raped ind beat�n. Mr. Rah.:i,man saig. that 
;.,c:rc---, 

/ t't?:-r-a-eeompaE�� •• 
. , \ 

_ _,, 
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J. -ve �--,_ >-
2 7 • 11. 6 4 • • -.: ., ... ,:A -tJL--------··\r

__Rp. r��
�r :::l'tevens;

r,
to Wismar to rescue the,se 1Jevple. �p-ta-i-n--&teve-l"(sl1·u:d'·• 

� � � � � a..¼.,�.,{_ tt ...... 
asked {ilr. Grl!lndy and Mr. Slater to�. • ""' t.,e-river
. . . � h �'-"'--'1 . � -u...,. "". v-A.J\)

1
'-u.--w rescue two girls who had been beaten and raped. Hhen I arrived

at Mc Kenzie I got in touch with Major Goodbody who was in charge 

of the Bri tish_Q t_;oops there/") I also asked Captct-in Stevens if M:c.
i"'- . � �-Rahaman lw.-s !(ompany1p�:l:-ty" reL1uested the Volunte(:;r Force. I·

also s,.w'\�;Y Gruili.dy and M�J Slater. I made an inves:tigp,tion , 
�� �u..i..-..... 

there, and I have their st0,teniemts. My &IF.i:d.1ITfte was to His Excellency 

The Governor. 

CHAIRiVIANi From whom were the other allegations. 

,,, 

WITNESS: There was a SeGgobin and a Mr. Low their allegations 

were!}" 8°if'ferent nature. 
I,.�'-"--" 

MR. SHEPHERD: What w-e-¥6 yvur evidence in respect to these cjmplaints?

WITWESSg I found t;;a t it was false Rahaman w ... s not in company with 

• Captain Stevens' � may have been in the same crowcl. with Ca1,tc.in

Steve�s. He told us it w.::;s not true 
1 because Sli:1. ter and Grundy -.,-ere

not there at all. T� allegations were tha.t Captain Stevens had

asked. a ro�ber of Volunteers to ,�ccorn1xmy him to the other bc1nk to

rescue the girls who wero being raped} \;1111t wasri' t so. Thore were
�W'-;, 

vicinity at thdt time, trying to hold back 
'v-,..o..r- v 

two Volunteer force in the 

'tho unruly c:r·owd while they made for the ·ooa t. The other wa.s occupied 

in keeping back the crow� from getting to the Esso Install&.tiuns there. 

MR. SHEPHERJ)i Wha.t is this Volunteer's 112.me? 

WITNESS: I haven't got his name. 

Mi-. SHEPHERD: Wa:s � tht-S volunteer �praised\ 

-=---lH-TNESS: Yes.. They were trying to get into the Esso Bulk Instllation 

for what reason I don't know o 

lVIR. SHi!;PHBRD: What might haYe been the reason? 

WITN:SSS: We were put therG to SN, that m., (me interferred with the 

Bulk Station. 

CHA.IRl'!IAN: Wh2.t were the other Complaints? 

WITNESSg 
�-

Mr . .La-ncJ.iam co;n1)lained that Sergeant Roberi;S and other 

meober of the Volunteer Force had sto;d by while fire was being 

set to a building, 

MR, S:FIBPHERJ): What were yuur findings there? 

ru 
WITNESS: CI!h.e�house was being seta.fire and no one did any-thing at 

all WdS a false statement. At no time during the uisturbances did any 
J 
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set ufTre wore o.xtin0uishe.d shortly after they ap_.eared. Hakim I s 

hotel was extinguished. three;; times in the pressnce of Major Langham 

The Volunteers could not open some of the h0uses to :put out fires • 

The most they could do was to break into the house at an early stage 

of the fire. They did this in a number of cases. On seeing a fire 

in that area the party rushed. to the spot but on arrival found the 

building hla�b-ing and. beyond sal vage4. 

MR. SHK Fi!:RD: Was there a fourth complaint from an anonymous peI·son. 

WITN:c-;ss: Yes there was. It was a co111plaint that members of the V:)iuntet.r 

Force stood idly and watched a man being beaten until both his legs 

were broken while his wife was b0aten and raped. There sppears to 

to be no record of such an incident but there was a man named 

Prashad who was beaten he was also injured superficially. Re was given 

first e,id treatment and s<;nt away. He did not have either of his 

le.gs broken. I found no evidence that any member of the Volu1'-tee:r 

force stood by. 

MR. �F.Ji;PHBRD: So you investigated the complaint and found n� cause 

for disciplinary actLm u.gainst your Off'icer:s. 

WITNESS: No. 

MR: SR:h:P.flliRD: Is your Force normally used as a Militdry Force? 

WITNESt>: Yes. 

ll'iR: SHEPHERD. Was theI'-:l a req_uest by the Policetc.:.,- ivi.-v--c.X�

WITNESS: .A. �eq_ues i; was 1m1de on the 24th. 

HI. � �b� cA 
Gfh-I-HM:i\.N: What time ?

a-...,... 

WITNESb: About 9.00
9 it might ha.vb been luter. 

CIL-i.lR.MAN: And the rel1uest was for 24 vol nte,,rs to be placed under 

t�a control of the Police? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

MR. SHEPIDJRD: VoluntE,ers like soldiers carr•y arms. Their first d.uty 

is of course to protect their arms. They are responsible for their 

arms and cannot lay 1;hem down to care for fire fighting. 

WITlIBS!:i: Not unless they leave a man o:r· t3Uard over the arms. 

NR. SJIBPifi!;RD: What are their fire orders? What c.l.re their order:., on 

taking life? in other words are Volunte rs expected to shoot at 

sight any suspioi�t·J)erson? 

WITNESS: Certainly not. 

MR: SHEPIIBRD: A:re they expected to prevent serious 
-- d

crimes. 

j WITlrnss •• ' 
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WITNESS: Yes. if they Sde them occuring. 

:MR: SHEIJHERD: Are they premi tted to open fire un crowds because they 

look suspicious? 

WITNESS : no.. 

MR. SHEPHERD: SUb ject to your direction ( Ch,drman) I t ink I sh(,uld 
\.<--\) �\· CL --:lLs.. Cl.� k ""'- ��L.d.

like to see this file. I hav8 �d«tes. ' 
"v-<..,t,...,-d-.·

WI'I'NESS: I beg your pardon I have the s.9,teo-r 

:MR: SIIBPHERD: I am sorry I think I should give it to yo1,1r_C.o.Jrlns�.;i ... 

l
{) 1 _ :ttu,. �k:.u,( �� ki.... 1 f-'. J 

�J .... � 

.MR. SHEPHERD: Wouid it be correct to say that in the 

the dutj..es of your \/olunte,.rs waB" to rescue lif'e. 

WITNES.3: It was so. 

. � circums .;dnC1..,S

MR. SHBPHERD I Is it true that your '/ol un tee:rs were opera ting wi ,:;h 

the Police or were they opereting alone . 

. WITNESS: Yes they were operating with the police. 

MR: Sl:D:!;PHERD: Did they se.:v-e many lives? 

WITNlL'SS: 
-:/FhGy literally saved hundreds

. 
of lives. 1/'Lo:i�; records

I have -9f families were rescued'� ha.ve 4� names of
1
.lersons rescued. 

MR� SHEPHERD: Have you a record of persons rescued? 

WITNESS: Yes I have 

MR. SHEPHERD: I think it is proper and fitting for the comii1issi. .mers 

to see. I will �and your file to your learned Counsel. 

MR. SHEJ?HERD: Reviewing the situation as Ofricer commc:1.nding the 

-- -v-or.:--n·teEJr Force 1 are you satisfied with the work of your Company 

during thG disturbc1,nces? 

WITUESS: I wa-e- C\ � · 

MR. S:a::rEPID.,'RD: Do you command the Volunteers from your head4uarters in 

George town. 

WITNESS: I do. 

MR. SH�PRERD: When there is a meeting of the Security Counsbl do 

you normally attend? 

WITNl!i'SS: No. 

MR. SREP!Th'RD: DID you attend a meuting on the 23rd? 

WITNESS: No, I attended a mooting on the 28th after I returned. 

CHAIRMAN: It is a pity t __ a t this evidence was not available before 

sot at the people's· names menti0ned here could have been called to 

give evidence to the Commissioners. 
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MR. �HiiPHERD: It is merely 2, record. That is why I put it forward. 

so tentativelY,, 

J\1r.S!fE?HERD: I may say so the Majer Langham,:1-cert,.,in colunteers will 

be here. 

CHJ.�IRM.G.N: They will be her·e. 

!IIR. SHEPHERD: They wilJ. :·ome to give evidence. 

c;;=w 
r,ra.-IW1i3-A:ft00P: They will probably give the evidence. 

MR. CAR1I\8R: I just want ·10 ask une q_uEJstLm so I can foil.ow the evidence , 
M

.,)u said there were sever.ty S\::Ven faoilies identified! fJ,y that you mean ·� -

�here were m0re persons who were unidenified��d by the Volunteers.
\ 

I understand 'th�t theJ were other rescue o�eratio�s in which th1: 

persons rescued were not identified by the volunteL�s. 

WITNESS: That is correct theses.re only the identified ones. 

MR. CARTER: So that it will be more than seventy seven famill.es 

rEiscued? Almost def'Uble that fii;ure? 

WI'l'Nl!JSS: I couh1.ri 1 t say. 

MR. CARTER: Thank you. 

Mr. SINGH: Yes, the .f.H:)O�.:le who made thesG reports concerning the 

volunteers forc8s, did yo>J. actual�y see them? 

WITlIBSS: No. That record. was given to me by Mc1jor Lei:igham who vms 

in charge and he got tnis from the records in the Company's diary 

as well as from the police sta.tion. 

MR. SINGH: DID you make any. request before that they should 1:-c 

--c•- b"lloctght to you personally? 

WITNESS: From the people? No. No one ever ap:i:,-roached me with any 

complaints. 

!l'!R. SINGH: You s.;i,id that you hadn't that comr)laint me.de IJersonally 

by the three men. Did y0u request that they brought before y(;u? 

WITNESS: The.men, they were not in the area 9 at that time they had 

already left. 

M:R. SINGH: Now when you invos ti0u ted these cor;i�lc:,ints was Major 

Goodbody there? 

WITNESS: .Major Goodbody \':2.s there. I syoke to him about it. 

MR. SilvGH: Bad he 

WI'I'NESSi Yes. 

k:no;;ledge of thGse compla.ints? 

r-rn. SINGH: Lieutenant Thomas was he present? 

? 

WITNESS: Wetl I don't know Lie�tenant Thomas is. ThosE: for the cummanding 

unit were present. 
/rrn. SlNGH ..... . 
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�� 
MR. SINGH: Thnak you very much. 

DR. :Oii . .aYTON: Is it usual for you when your r:ien fire a round of 

ammunition to make a report im: .. edia tely of t is i-articular incident 
ann'why it was fired. 

WITNESS: The moment the arrived back to headquarters they must be 

accounted for and the statement is placed in the diary and recorded. 

DR. DRA1'TON: Who records Ah 4bese sb:l;jnn? 

WITNESS: A.::, There w-e-s cLlwa;y·s an orderly prest,nt rn tile o:rdely re-om 

and t ,e moment the t:coo:p r·eturn if toere are any incidents they 

must be recorded. 

DR. DRAYTON: Whr...t is the total nwnber of volunteers in tl,iS company? 

WITN.8S8: Ninety five including officers. 

DR, DRAYTON: It lookSus thou6'.h only nine voluntet-rs used any rou:acls 

of ammunition? 

WITN:h;SS: That is ::,ossible so. 

DR. DRAYTON: And only on five aoccasL:ms in Wisrnar from this rer-·o:ct? 

WITNESS: Yes I gather tho.t most of the rescuing of farr:ilies who w.,re 

being beaten or molested and also �utting out fire3wds done by 

Volunteers. 

DR. DRAYTON: Th�nk you. 

REV. MCDONALD: 
<.J.09'5'" 

Did you say that the B.G.V.F. has companies. 

WITNESS: Five companies.Headquarters Company and four rifle companies? 

REV, MC DONALD: There was one at McKenzie and one at N� Amsterdam. 
- - -�;----- Could you tell mo where the other two were?

WITNESS: In George-i;own. If you would like the details I could give 

you t,em. 

REV. MC DONALD: I would be very glad. 

c.,..� 
WITNESS: They wero s�e from Skelton to McK�nzie. _ ,On that � 1-.. • � � 1-a,.-.__._ (k;y L) <----:, � 1-cL.. .,( 1-<'--- ,Ho..J. � "'- �--- • \J
Sunday 24th and lVLmday Wol:;; :£.rf'nt:::fx.lf:$Ld-o� and. s.ls..o-d-i--'ri6 New-Ams terdcllJJ. 

� �Jl�.nje bridge and all the esoential places and»± n t wr s Effitbod:3.:t;d�m:i 
T l...i... �JL i--i-.. � � � .x-

al ong the Corentyne and the Canje. 1�oin Vergenoegen right down to
'1r-. �i" r.�� Versailles � the West Coast,� the smaller police ste tioni�i,ag 

up..- I e.lso had a �lat�on .:-..t Mahaica and one at Mahaicony j 1'-u-t----en--t. a.t

�cause-i-t was .i. lit ble lete these were part of their,:,,qujiies to 
a,._&((/� 

relieve the police. 
LA'�­

patrolling the army. 

I had very few aca t tered guards a ii ·t;he polio c.-s-�.i,.:lion 

REV. MC ,DONALD: Could you tell me colonel the two com1;anies from 

�,.,.._ -. ----- �::

r

::::

w

:-0::: ::: :::: ��:::;
r&-were they entirely comrni tted a)

o
:�

nm

ss • 

--···.•·-•-"('t't'Y"f�:�,....,.,.,��.,.,,.,,.---·,-� ... 0:� - · · -·· ·· .. . . .. ....... ·-•+•·- •• - ..•• • 
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WITNESSi Yes, in Georgetown we have a number of scattered guards, 

the first one at Goverment house 9 the -law C-Jurts 1 the fire Brigudo 

station and the defense 0f the area. In fact we had them posted 

in the whole area. to .. help the police in Georgetown. 1� � '� 

�����,\ 
TM corr!·pany 9 except for a small r-es·erve. 

REV. MAC DONALD: Were ar..y of your men sent from Georgetown to Wisr.ia.r? 

WITNESS: No. 
��-

MAC . ...-:B0N1\.L.D: Woula: it ·b--e----then- that on· Sun:day-"24--th-of-May;-e:x.--eBpf
' 

fo.,.· 'DI Company, bh�mpa,nies were embodied and enti�_5"-1.Y 

0-00.mitted? 

WITNES...�....Excap.:t_ .. f-0-r-el,-S.lr2J J res�:P..vc in Ge-ergr,town, 

CHAIRMAN: Except for D. Company the ot er 4 crn,rpanies were embodied 

and entirely committed or was there some that could possibly be 

reinforced.. 

_WT.TUESS: Yes, 

REV. MCDONALD: One final q_ues tion� From the -headquarte.rs C.orn_paJl;y 

and. the 2 Georgetown Companies, were any of your men sent -i;o the 

Wiemar/MacKenzie area, before or after the 25th? 

WITI'f.ES.::i: No, none. 

MRS. MOOTOO: Where were your mentf'-rt.J"v- -r- � 

MRS. MOOTOO: What is the ethnic composition of your men? 

WITNESS: Prodominantly they were Africans, only one or two � . 

l•dians. 

MRS. MOOTOO. You said that the setting�fire to houses was so well 

planned, that the volunteers did'nt actually see fire being set. 

If these men were residents of the aroa 9 don't you t, ink that thE:y 

would have known of these plans? 

WITNESS: I am not in a position to give an opinion like that,/Ji:i.. 

I knOi·, is t at every volunteer that is embodied comes under the 

strictest discipline, and he is to carry out his duties, but I cannot 

really say if t�e. knew of it before, 

MRS. MOOTOO: But you said it was 1,lanned. 

WITN.;.;;SS: I cannot give an opinion of that. When I mentioned well 

·-··-•-· •· • ·• • • • • -,.,�._"':',.., .. �.:-x��.-:.;o.-..•�:C:.•'•••vnv __ .,.......,_. • .,;••, ... ...,.,.., ••--.-,.H �- ...,��!•;,"'.''7' ...... • ••­
. •:.,·,,, 
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27.11.64. 

planneg.,· it see:ms to me t:11:l. t � the burnings of the bui•ldings may 

h}�vo·,be1..n orgc...ni21a;d in ce,tain are(.J.s, qut I don't think that the

volunteers had any knowledge of these plans.

MRS. MCOTOO: When tkese people accused the colunte0rs of standing 

by idling, there might have be .. n a pus:..,ibili ty that some of them 

stood by, bec�use only a few did shoo't peo�le who were lo�ting, and 

se .. ting fires. 

WITNESS: They were, out or. pa,trcl�. 

MRS. MOOTOO: Did ;you fine. out if any stood by idl�_? 

iHTNESS: No, there were only 2 volunteers a 't the time, one was 

keeping back a mob, c.md -� e ot, er was protecting c.. building. 

MRS. MOOTOO: But if t .. ey were partolline; thej'-¼lay-ha.ve be1::;n others 

in the area. 

WITNESS: They dfn't partol on the Mackenzie side, they gD across 

to the troubleAarec1s .. 

MRS. MOOTOO: Is this oa the Mackenzie side? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

MRS, MOOTOO: Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN: Colonel you say that at 9 a.m. 

of police requested the embodiment of 24 

on the a11.-tf� • the oommis,.,ioner
1 � o-.e • '.)_�� • 

numbe�wh.ich-cQ\.llg have 
- ... ·;:;..,,-··�

be8n embodied? 

WI'I'lfESS: On the 24th, I received a telephone call from Mr. Put tock 

informing me that the voluntear force must be alerted as there 
o..-1 t-(_.,._,,� 

W<.1.s a fOssibili ty of violence em-=t-h.-e--24-tb.. 

CHAIRMAN: Tbi�s�h.a.. 

WI'.cNF.SS: Yes , bn +. on J ;)[-a..t-Ma-cke·n'27i e • 

CH1i.IR111:..u� Now, the information communicated to you was that the c:i t­

ua tion at Mackenzie was getting tens� and th�t there had be8n a 

report of burning houses. 

WITNESS: Yes. q .Q__c.---J.. 
'------v "'-

g_. � ,l,v-- � a-,,.....
CR11.IRMAN: And it was not until the 25th that the major part of the

violence errupted. �ould you say the Monday?

WITNESs:·:B'ull embodiment took place on the 25th.

-·-·· ·--, ................. " .. ,.-.; ... v,�v�v;... ....... �,,-., ••• , •• •••••• ... - ··-· • 

'·--,;·,�-�:?r· ... " .... ,, 
;!::�:· 

/ Chairman; .... 
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CHAIRMAN: I aI11 speaking of �he violence at Wismar. 

WITNESS: On the 25th. 

CHAIRMAN: There was a peroid ·between the 23rd, 2lfb-, and the 25th 

would you still say therefore that there may have been a epontaneous 

out burnt or there WdS a gradual build up fe ling? Which caused 

violence on the 25th? 

WITNESS: I think that it began to snow ball and began on the 24th, 

and things seemed to have got out of control. 

CK4.IRMAN: You mean violence? 

WITNfiSS: Yes. There was tenseness o:g the 23rd, and Molence began 

0n the 24jh, it snow bslled and because really bad in tLe 25th. 

CHH..IRMAN: SO, reo).ly from the 23rd to 25th there wc1s 1iime enough 

to have the volunteer force at Mackenzie aler1ied? 

WITID.JSS: The volunteer force could have been al��d in time, 

whether it was on the 20th or 24th. 

CHAil?.MAN: Another point, when �Ile volunteer force ,7embodied 

was that around 3 p.m. /, 

WITN12,'Sti: The final wan came in later but a large number had already 

reported �midday. 

CHAIRMAN: Your instructions to your men, that they should only fire 

when persons ar� actually seen committing some criminal offence. 

---·jfoc,o:rding to exhibit :p . ..Lsee�here that shots were fired at rioters L 

escaping from custody at First Alley Wismar and to disperse crowded 

attaching Bissons shop. We have had evidence that the volunte;.,rs are 

very effecient and Compera.ble with boys of the British army with whom 

they had the opportunity to work along aside. There have be6n quite 

a number of shots fi:red., and only two persons w1.::re injuried. Can 

you say if they were firing shots in the air or the looters were being 

fired at. 

WITNESS: I think Major Langham would be an a better position to give 

evidence, I have not got these reports. 

CHAIRMAN: .,¥ou don·' t know if they were in the air. 

WITNESS: I hardly think they would have fired in the air. 

-\-v �CHAIRMAN; And you say ·r,ha.t instructions O:f the Volunteer Force -w-a.s 

/ that they .... 
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h) 
�that�they are not fire on anybody acting suspiciously, 

}JITNESS: No they shoulcc be warned and challenuod. 

DR.DR.il.YTCN: Just one more q_uestion. What wa:o.. th0 extent of Mili ta.ry 

Titc.ming of the Volunteers in D Corapany. 

WITNi:SS: I think some h.:;.d several year uf militay training and few 

of t�em had one year. 

DR. DRil.YTON: Who was responsible ior tbeir trdning? 

MR: SHEPIIBRD: Phase Dr. Drayton I don't think :,:ou should ask a history 

of tne tr�ining of these Volunteers, 

DR. DFtAYTON: I ar.1 not i:l.skini; the history? I am only 1nterested in 

the ) , r-·�.tpany. During the tiue they were er.ibodied c:, t Wisma:/ wttre 

any shot guns l�st? 

WITN.LS::i: No, the Volunteers havv neve:r lost any s�-�n� before, 

Sever�l weeks after the disturbances they ilost a sten @-ll1, 
T� . 

DR. DRAYTON: WeY�r reported any loS,.i,;.1 . 

WITNESS: None at all. 
�� 

Db'.. DRAYTON: .But during the disturbances did you find c.,ny ar.n:1uni tion? 

WITN�SS: No I am not uw�re, 

DR. Dfu.1.YTON: What r..bout the 25th r.Tay, 1964. 

WITNES::i: On the 25th May they were very busy a.nd tbey had no t.ir.10 
0 �-:-·,-

to se�rch for any aQmunition. 

DR. DRAYTON; Would yuu fire at an unruly crowd? 

WITN-"ESS: No, only in the air to desperse the crowd. 01 � N--- 1 
·, � ;::::- �� � t-{•,1 v-<- J.

DR. DRAYTON, Now this incident at Kartara,I wSiild you scy this >T&s 

contrary to discipline? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

:JP... Dlu�YTO!r: Thank y0u? 

tJ.-;

ll'iR. SHBPEERD: Can I ask you three other quec tiJns concerning tbe r - � 

q_uestions tho.t were put forward to you by counsel. Was there anyone 

present with you during the invustig2. ti.Jns of the complaints. 

WITNESS: Ye;;;;; 1--{_w \ • � £,r\) J_ kv � w � � ' 

MR, SHEPHERD: You know the cooplc1ints, t .. a t were r:ienti,:med in the 

papers? 

I WITl-LE,S� g •••• 
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�& c.i -<:L_, 
27.11 .64.

WITNESS: Fo:r--th-e-2-G--th-e.-nd--2-'fth-Ma-y--y--l.£l.64. 

�R. SilliPIDfil.D: ¥�th raferertce to the preconveivevlplan to burn housts 
• 

°'7 <i.. .,_J_ Would you say tnat yoµ have no knowledge of �preconceiveilplan 

of bui'ning and looting at Wismar. 7_ 

WITNESS: I had none? 

MR. ---BREJ?RERJ)..:.__You were ...asked- noou-t-the---t-ra4-�ng--0£-the-Vol-un-teerfj 

COUNSEm Whart--i...s ?,"JU:J?-· l'hlfile? 

WITNESS: J�lm
_ 

Lan!'.£_hafi1.!-- 0�

COUNS:t!iL: Are you the Commanding officer of the D Compeny stationed 

at Mc Kenzie? 

WITNESS; Yes Sir. 

COUNSEL: On Monday 24th May a.round 10 a.m. were there. dis:turbanc-€is 

at Wismo.r? 

WITNESS: Yes Sir. 

COUNSEL: Could you say the nature· of these disturbances? 

WITNESS: There were fires and people being assaulted. 

COUNSEL: On Monday 25th did you receive any instructi, . .ms to embody 

your c:·anks? 

WITNESS: On the 24th. {,.,�__......... �ci......:__-

. - - •--c;_,.....r;- -
IW{.fi!HSEL: From where did yuur authority cvme? 

WI'l'lfESS: I received a telephone call from Supt. Puttock. 

commEL: .Major this was about 3.p.m. on Sunday 24th May. 

WITNESS: That is correct. 

CH.:.IRMAN: By t\b0 t time was it difficult to get in touch with the 

Volunteer force? 

WITN�SS: Yes. 

COUNSEL: Why did you say it we.s diLicul t1? 

WITNESS: The first thing we h,id to do was to get whJ.t men you could 

find., and get them to bring in otl,__ers. Some of them were�� em-

ployed by the Bauxite Company and some at other firms. 

COUNS.B.::L You however were able to get around 60? 

WITN:.3S8: Bf 3 o 1 clock these 60 men wer(!_actually committed and the 

_____ r_�-� t were still coming in. 
• ----....... __ ..., _____ ,. ··- ··•-�-.-·-·•--· .. 

/COLNS.tJL •.• � 
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CODl'IS:B;L: Major the sit1-�ation in that are,. WC::.s svmowh...:..;t dif:i.icult�· 
I 

to control th�t day. 

WITNESS: I would say so.

COUN::JEL� And were Y')Ur serviceidirected to the rescuing of these 

Indians. 

WITNESS: Undoubtedly. 

COUNSEL: Major why was t .. is sof 

WITl'JESS: There were two things we could do, rescuing persons or 

save their properities. 
�}-. 

CH:AiillllAN: rn.ia t was y,Jur choice? 

WITrl"t13S: As ;::\,.� as I am concerned, there is no choice. 
� 

/l,v"�-C&IRJVJ..,, . .N: Major, were 1:1any persuns o.rres ted? I know of vne person 

who was actually shJt int e �ip, and 0t�er pers0ns were shot at. 

C!faIRMAN: Major, wore y�,ur pa truls able to find those })ecJ:·le wh0 

set fire to. the buildings? 

MR. IWIS.,�ROOP: Major Langham is it true that your Company hc;;,d rescued 

no less than 77 identified families?

YITN.hSS: My record shows th�t over 77 families were rescued comp�i�i�g

well over 400 personso 

HR. R.A111SAROOPt T.Thank you. 

MR. SllLI·'HERD: Normally Major, the Force�yuu C-)mmand e:.re employed 

as Military Foree1Normally they are soldiers. 

HITNBSS: They L:.re D. trc1.ined as soldiers. 

MR: SHEPHERD: In matters like this t .. ey are embodied to set in sup:::ort 

of the Civil powers? 

WITNESS: &en-�. 

MR. SHEPHERD: And when they set in sup_ ort of the Civil Powers they l1ave 'i"\.t.. 

duties and powers of the �vliceoeno 

WITN"���: Yes they do.

MR. S!IBPHBRD: During the state of Emergency were y0ur tro0ps fully armed? 

vlITNI.ib::l: Yes.

MR. S}lliPiillRD: !fo:cetney instructed tm the proper use of these 2.rms? 

WITNESS: Yes. 
/mr. shs1)berd; ..... 
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....J,:3.... I '-l 

MR SHEPHERD; are: they expected to acc0unt for az::munitioh expended? 

WITNBSS� Yes -1nd t ey a.re checked vhen they cor:?e in from patrolling 

and all e.rumunition is handed back. 

MR. SHEPHERD: With respect to the proper use of anns in the face of 

danger, can you explain to the Commisuion wh�t instruction were 

issued to your menon the use of arms. 

WITNESS: In normal circwnshmces this is a mc.tter of Fire Disci:;..line 

A man does n�t.fire a weapon unless he receiv�s a fire Order, but 

this was not nvrmal c;i.rcums tc:i.nce at all and I gave a blanket fire 

instruction. 

MR. SREPH1RD: What l;_S a bla.nket instructi0n, exi-,lain what type o-!: 

instruction yvu gave y.Jur men. 

iHTNiiiS�: I told the. trctl,r,Sto charge their magzines; put one rjund 

of ammunition in the breech and apply the safety catch. 

MR. SHEPHERD: Would it have bec-,n .the proper use of ammunition 

to open fire on a crowd that has as ... embled and. were doing n0t .. ing? 

HITNESS: No. 

r.rn: SHEPHERD� Would it have been the .,..roper use of ammunition to 

have opened fire on a :,;ierson who locked suspicL,us? 

WITNESS: Certainly not. 
�-

MR. SHEPHERD� If however people showed signs of touble would it 

have been proper to open fire. 

WIT1-l"'ESS: Yes. 
-=cG.,i

G,\""-.V"""" 
MR. SHEPlli::RD: By the time your tro•Jps were c001nl4.--x::ced Major was it 

to rescue both property and persons in the situation.

WITNESS: It was possible but highly improbable,

MR. SHEPHERD: Would it have be�n ��sbible to rescueL' rnore than 400

persons in tbe area1 If' primary attenti·•:>n w ·d t th f as P�l O e saving 

of pro;erty that is houses etc.

WITNESS: Absolutely not. 

MR: SHEPITERD: So y�u had a choice between saving lJ OUSi;;S and shops 

from dest:ructi .. m and saving lives imd your orders were to save lives? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

/ MR. SHEPHERD� ••• 
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MR� SHE?HERD: After the oper�tions were finished, were YJU satisfied 

with the discipline of your Force? 

WITNESS: Absolutely. 

MR. SHEPHBRD: Did you however receive complaints from members of 

the public. 

HITNESS: Yes. 

MR. SHEPHERD: Did you investigci.te them: 

"WITNESS: Yes. 

MR. SHTuPHERTI:·In the light of your investigations are you still 

satisfied? 

WITUESS: Yes. 

MR. 8HEPRbRD: Now ·Major.-9- thts may be personal. JL great deal ,.:,f �l;.�.-f=, 

property wa.s destroyed. by fire. 11'0,'lle ;)l:VU any knowledge of J):t-.;1--

convei ved plan6 to set fire to houses? 

1fITNLSb: No. 

MR. SHEPHERD: Thank you. 

MR. P.N.SINGH: Did you at any time C'.)me to the conclusion that 

it ��s planned? 

WITNESS.t I don ►·t think it was possible to have come to such a conclusion. 

t.MR.P.N. SINGH: Was Major Goodbody at any time on Patrol duty in 

WITNESS: I believe he may have be,s,n ove:r there un 26th or 27t.hA. 

MR. P.N. SINGH: Not before? 

WITNESS: I di::n 1 t know.

MR. P.N. SINGH: Was he at any time in McKenzie? 

WITNESS: I cannot answer that y_ue:._tion . 

. MR. P.N. SINGH: W'.o.en did you first rec:.lise the gravity of the situation 

et Wismar? 

WITNESS: From the 24th May. 

MR. P.N. SINGH: When did you receive instructiuns to have yuur men 

embodied. 
Ot \AA. 

WITNESS: At 10,�n the 24th. 

MR. P.N. SINGH: When a.id you receive instructions for the full em-

bodiment. 
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WITNESS: That wc.:.s ,.m the 25th around 10,0(; Q).m. 

MR. P.N. SINGH: How many men were embodied un the 24th. 

WITN:t!:S:S: Twenty four men 2.nd one sergec.tnt, 

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you think at that time that all the men should 

have been embodiea? 

WITNESS: I believel{so . 

.MR. P.N. SINGH: When you received instructions to par-cially embody 

:1 your men ? did you e.dvise that all of them be embodied on the 24th? 
. '.;;v 

WITNESS: Yes I did. 

:MR. P.N. SINGH: what re})ly did you receive? 

WITNESS: I was given instructions to embody 24 men and one sergeant. 

MR. P.N. SI1fGH: Wais 1an3r l'0c:.SOn given? 

WITNESS; I have no authority to c1sk for re�sons. 

MR P.N. SINGH: Who irn3tructed you to embody 24 men. 

WITNESS: Instructions came from Superintendent Puttock. 

MR.P.N. SINGH:So you ,,ere instructed to embody 24 men only al though 

you had advised oti,erwise? 

WITNESS: Yes sir . 
. �-. 

MR. P,N. SIN(}H: Was Ilfr o Puttock ever at McKenzie or Wismer durine;; 

this pe;'�id? 

WITNESS: No sir. 

MR. P.N. SINGH: Did you ever peak to Mr. Heil·isancs while you were 

up kere. 

WIT-l:f.fiSG: Yes sir. 

MR. FIL SINGH: When did he arrive? 

WITNESS: I think it was 1)out midday or shortly after Midday on the 25th. 

I would like to state the situation on tLe 25th was such I have not 

kept a count of time. 

MR. P.N. SING:H vtell let me get this? Was he in t e area un the 24th? 

WITNl!lSt>; No sir. 

MR.P.N. SINGH: Now was anybody in the area 1 any military personnel or 

police personnel above y·:mr rank? 

WITNESS; I cc::;� 1 t answer that question. I was the most senior person 

there so far as the volunteer for�is concerned. 

/ Mr. €hngh1 0 0 0 • 
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..l,e,-- '7 

MR. SINGH: Coul.d you let us tu.ke for example, sup:i,ose there was a 

sudden flare up at McKenzie @ould you embody y:mr men without re-

• ·ceving orders from the authority.

WITlIBSb: No.

MR. SINGH: You can't why? 

WITlIBSS: :Because that is the Wd.y we operate to embody or disembody. 

MR. SINGH: Si if there was a sudden falre up and tb0usands of lives 

were involved you would have to wait 0n authority to embody? 

WITNE'S,:H Yes 1 s ir. 

MR. SINGH: Now these 24 men that were embodied •,m the 24th of May, 

where were they stll.tioned at the time of committment. 

WITNESS: These 24 men were, I might say they were handed ever the 
ilP>•"-� t)..;.i 

di vision/. of the police force.
I) 

MR. SINGH: And where were they stationed? 
�,1� hi L.�

WITNESS� I t�inlc that'evidence 0ume-
7
from the ofricer

the di vis i 01:.; 

MR. SINGH: You don't know where these men were. 

WIT:NESS: They were committed in Wismar. 

in charge 0f 

MR.SINGH:. Havivig been committed did you have any more control over 

them on the 24th, 25th and 27th? 

WITNESS: Yes I had. We came together as a company that is com-
-----�-� 

mencing on the midday of the 25th. 

MR. SINGH: Were any of your men at any tir:1e posted to Wismar for 

example 1 places like Silver City and Valley of Tears. 

WITNES3: We weren't powted anywhere. We cannot post peo:;:;le anywhere. 

We patroled the entire area from one end to �nother. 

MR. SINGH: Were any of your men equipyed with walky talky? 

WI'l'NESS: None of them were equip� ed with walky talky. 

MR. SINGH: Did yjvu see any of the force equip;;ed with them? 

WI'l1NBSS: At a later stage t�e U. K. TrO·.)pS they were equipJ;ed with tham/ 
��\�--

• 
MR. SINGH: When did the'tSFtroopsarrive. 

WIT1TESS: May I refer to my records. Seventeen thirty.,.-ha.lf past-

five on the 25th; 

/ MR. SINGH: ..... 
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MR. SHTGH; Now, to your knowledge before the arrival of th� U.K.

forces were any helicopters in operation. 

WITNESS: Not to my knowledge. 

MR. SINGH: W!ls'--any re1,·0rts made to you that yuur men were s tand.ing 

around doing nothing while )_Jeor,le were being attacked, and. houses 

were being burnt? 

• WITNESS: No sir.

MR. SINGH: I should have aske� Colonel De. Freitas this question

but ,it slipped. me, yuu may be able to assist me. Did you sit at

this enq_uiry? Was that the first ti1:1e that ,you heard these complaints?

WITNESS: Yes it was. Before I say yes I would like to know what

complaints you are referiing to.

MR. SINGH: •While their h•�;uses were ·neing lit afire c1nd women WGre

being beaten the volunteors sto0d idly around?

WITN:i;;SS: These I have hed-rd.

1.m. SINGH: Do you know from what source these complaints came to

the attention to Colonel De. Freitas? 

WITNESS: I understand that a number of individuals submitted the 

complaints to some offical source. They were then passed to 

Colonel;De Freitas. 

NR. SINGH: Now vore any fire arms lost by your men during the dis-­

t����nces or subsequent during the 24th or 25th? 

WITN'.c.,'SS: No sir.. A stem gun w<-:.s lost some tilue lJ. ter. 

MR. SINGHg When. 

_yTITlif'.!!SS: I shall ho. ve to refer to my records. Yes. 

MR . �:--9l4-S.IlI.OH ; .. --J1 me-::tn=e-·-2'-th?

WITf.1ESS; On June 29th. 

MIL P. n. SINGH: The gun Wi:l.S lost. 

WITNESS: I don't know what you meen by lost ? but usually we say lost 

or stolen. 

MR. P.N. SINGH: I should like to know from where was that gun lost or 

stolen? 

WITJ\f.ESS: It was stolen or lost from the company hec.,d.quarters building 

of D. Company of the volunteer force. 

/ Con<t'd 
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MR. P. N. SINGH: .And the re are guards?

WITNESS: Yes, a guard.

MR. I'.l�_§INGH� I suppose they work on shift r,ystem? •

WITNESS: Thut'� rigJ:i.t.

MR. P.N. SINGH: And jet this gun Wc'.S stolen or lost.

MR.P.N. -SINGE: .1.tny ammuY.J.i ti<..,n lost?
--.(-. 

WITlf.8SS: No sir.

MR. P.N. SINGH: .1.l.ny ammunition or firearms found?

wnmss: Not by a.�. � �.

MR. P.N. SINGH� Were any searchQla
.:.
made where these buildings that

were burnt?

WITNESS: Ye's.

MR. P . N. SINGH; By whom?

WITN.i£SS: By ;the police and by ourselves ast_isting the police.

MR. P. N. SINGH: And none of your men reported that they f:.mnd any

ammo.

WITNJ�SS: A q_uaihti ty of ammo., was found in a burnt out building

I can't recoll9ct who found it.

MR. P.N. SINGH: But, was it found by one of ;your men?

WITNESS: To the best of my recollection, I think not. I think

-� i t-.·ia"s-..found by the lJulice, but I oay be �rrong.

DR. DEAYTO.N: Majur L1111gham, pri:;r to the 24th Me.y, were you n.ware

of rising tension in the area?

WITl'fE::>S: Yes sir.

PROF .DRAYTON: What evidence was there afo' rising tension?

WITNESS: Hell, several days before 2'.)th, tbere were incidents

of attempted arson.

PROF. DRaYTON: Since you became aware of this around the 21st May

did you he.ve any converse'!. tion with the cvmma.nding .Jfficer of the

volunte�r force, tellin€ him about the rising tensi0n, and perhaps

�dvising him t�at the members of the volunte rs should be embodied?

WITNl.iS!..,i The peo:,::le in auth0ri ty in that a.raa are the ;_;olice � if

the police feel that the situation is out of control and they req_uire

/some., .•
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some additional membe.cs, th
�;����.��;:u;;�.S� with t'he volunteer

force headquarters, and sonie z.t� would be given to 

mobil�ze the �ituation. 

PROF. DRAYTONg That may be the lroceduro but you as a human-being 

living in that area, for how long? 

WITNESSi For 6 or 7 yea.rs. 

PROF. DR;�YTONg You must have felt concern about this tensi0n. 

And JOU must ''have had informal convers,,,ti0n with Colonel Cel�o 

De. Frettas about the possibility of trouble in that area.

Wl'l'Nl!JS:Jg It is a difficult quobti-.m to o.nswer, we were h,,,ving in-

cidont� which were reported, but it was nJt for me to forsee that 

there was going to·be a sudden eruption. 

PROF. DRAYTONi But in the course of those conversations you must 

have mentioned that thero was rising tension? 

WITNESSi Yes. 

PROF, ])JLi.YTONg Why did you think i:t neces�c1.ry to c1dvise Mr. Puttock 

th�t the whole of the D. Company should be embodied? 

WITNESS g It was my pers 0110.-l 01)inion c1 t that s ta6·e, that the troubles 

hsd changed. This thing had suddenly developed into� large scale 

affair. 

])R. DR,HTONg Even on the 24th? 

WH•Nt;SSg Yes . 

PROF. DRAYTON: There was a distinct difference betwe"'n the 23rd, 

and the 24th. Now, when y0u spoke to him on the 24th and advised. 

the tot<1l embodiment of the]). Company, what did he say t0 you? 

WITNESSi I do not recollect his words. 

PROF. DRAYTONg What p.id he say to this. Did he Si-sy I do not think the 

whole of the]). Company should be embcdied. 

HITNi0SS; Words to that <affect. 

PROF. DRil.YTONg Now, Major Langham in y0ur opinion if the whole of 

the ]). Company had be�n embodied at the time thu.t ; you ha,d sug_.estf3d 
l 

' 

do Y.;:m think that the callami ty on the 25th 1;1ight have been aveI-ted? 

WI'I'NBSS; I cannot say thc..t it1 could have been averted, but it may 

have_been substantially reduced. 
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Mr: Pu __ tt,ock .,visited this at anyt:i,me prior 
• ..... \. • .. ·•

' r',.."• .,. >, � .,,• ', t I •., ' ••• ' 
, _' 

·', to.. 1the 24-th� • •• · .,; •:. •.. -�\ � • ' • 
' '• .... . . . . 

• \• ••• •••• ,• t 

.WITNESS: Y�s··Mr.. • Put to.ck ·had been out there from time to time. I
" .. , . . . . . 

• • - • I , ,. •, • 

c�nnot �emember the ��tes;• 

PROF. DRAYTON: :But 119 w._ 9• '�.ot there on :the 23rd( th� 24th, 25th or

26tli? •• 

WITNESS: I cannot remer:iber·. 

?.ROF. DRAYTON: Where were you ;;n the day inq_uestion? 

WITN'.J!JSS: :AT Wismar/Cluistianburg.

,;, q ·r,ROF. DR11.YTOlf: . You were there fr(lm what time to what time? 

-, WITNESS: I gave my instructi�ns as f�r as I can recall, at about 11 

0_1_9lock on midday. •

PROF. DR,YTON: When were those records prepc:1,red. This record th(;i,t 

Colonel De.Freit�s tenders1? 

WITN.JtSS: These records came from ... number of source. We kec.p notes 
• 4 

in books. 

Prof. J;lLl.YTON: Wa;S there a single book at the st-.tion 9 where these 
• , .. \ _ _:J,- • 

things recorded at the cotpany het,.,dq_uarcers they recorded on the

day in question? 
�-

WITNESS; No;f}!�i;_ is wh .. t Colonel' De.Fxei taa 

was reconstructed long after tL.e 25th. 
___ , -·-·�· 

told us, the record 

NR. �H.!E?HERD: I must object,� I think that M_-a--jo-:r-pangham did not

say so. 
'-+-LY 

I don 1 ·.t remember him referring to th"' t but he. did say •s-G-r 
( 

"-13ut reports bad to be made. 
, ' 

PROF. Dfu.YTON: Thhere is no such book Major Langham?· ... 

WITlif.8::iS: On tz.ie 24th we h'-"d a partial embod;yment. A group of men, : • 

who left and reported to the B.G. police, we�e committed to th� 

Wisrnar/Christianburg cirea. What ever they did ·or found out was re-­

ported to t .. e :police �;t ... tion at Wisma.r,,'1u:cthe:z:: .the company he,0.(,d-. ' . 

' q_uarters as such a.t ·che centre Wi..i,S ab,rnt th� l""st thing thi::l.t I.. 

was going to consider at a time likethis. On -the 25th when we got
01 J_,-..✓,; 

our embodyment txi;"de:r., fo1� a, total em-uodyment. 
I\ 

WITNJ!i"'SS: On the 25th May we were :.nformed by ·severc1l p_e9ple thu t the 

� . . . 
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Volunteers were not co-operative, and I have in my diary a few 

stc,tements some which is in the Poilice Stc!tion at ifismar.' 

DR: DRAYTON: Was it not contrary to fire -in an unruly crowd? 

WITNESS: Yes they had to receive ordGrs frora the Superior officers 

to fire at the unruly crowd. 

DR: DRAYTON: Could you not fire at such a crowd? 

· WIT1fES0: No�· sir.

DR. DRAYTON: ,-You 'see Major Langham the unruly crowd was burning

and lo0ting the houses.

·111TNESS: You could not shoot in the crowd, or at the individual

person or there might have been sever�l injur,ied in the crowd.

DR. DRAYTON: How seriou:3 was the situ2.tion?

WITNESS: The crowd wc.s walkir.g.

DR. DRAY'.DON: I am sugGesting to you thc:Lt ,-•JU could have fired at

the unruly crowd and several hvuses could have been saved from

WITNESS: We could not fire except orders were given to us. 

DR. DRAYTON: :But if you had fired in the Air the crowd would have 

c.le,sporoecl? 

WITNES:.:>: I think so, ·but orders were not given to shoot. 

DR, DFUI..YTON: Did�you Major Langham prepared a long statemE.>nt. 

DR • .Plli!.YTON: .Major Langham at 8 o'clock on the 25th from your records 
• 

on your initi-.iZ+ you called iJ?._Y:)Ur unembodied officers in N.C.O.
�pc.v-c"(,.. � 

and told ti.em to make -�"-ta- pending receipt of authority frc•rn Head.-

quarters, for fre.., embodiment so y0ur judge;nent of the previous day 

had been confirmed by 8 o'clock on the 25th for quick embodiment
? . 

Did you try to get in touch with Colonel De. Freit�s? 

WITl'f'.i.:;S;:;:Yes I tried to get in togoh with Colonel De.Fretias. 

DR. DRAYTON: Immedii:!,cely after y-:,ur meeting? 

WITN.t!SS: Yes, I tried to get a call to Georgetown but I didn't get 

through. 

DR. Dh.itYTON: How many time/ did "ou ;1 ttempt to this. 

WITlmSS: I don't recall. 

/Dr. Dfu. Y';;ON ... 
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DR. DRAYTON: More than once. 

WITNESS: I beleive4 twoce. . 1�.
7 

q v-2- .t,-,..';)o\ DR. DR.i.YTON: When you �d here for quick embodiJ;Jent Hhu.t peroid 

. �-� of time d4-d- ,you c;:.a.J..Jkd. 
. . 

WITNESS: You muzt be ready for qu�ck embodiment. 

DR. DR..HTON: - How long do,:)s this thing taket. 

WIT?lliSS; It takes about 2 to 3 hours. 

DR. DRAYTON; But yet from ;;our own records it Wasn't until 7 o'clock 

that night that tot°'l embodiment in y.ou:r 001!lpany We1,S ready, 

WITrf.t£SS: That was quite right 7 o'clock. The last co1me in that 

tin.e _just for the last couple hours from 5,6 1 
7 o'clock three men

were still out st.i.nd.ing. 

DR. DR.i°I.YTON: Just one ot er thing Major Langham where did tl:is meEJting 

take :;:;le.ce� with Heil Isaaoo 1 

WI'i'lIBSS: .,;.t the :police station. 

DR, D_,AYTON� You were across at Wismar a,; 11 o I clock. 

WITIOOS: Yes. 

DR.· DR.i,YTON: • So you received a telephone call from Colonel De.Frei t�s 

at Wismar? 

WITNBSS: No, at M�Kenzie. I received the phone ca.11 before I wen.-!; 

DR. DRAYTON: YouW,Jnt across there you car.1e over at what time? 

WITN'iSS: I Can I t say wh_. t tirue I came £!.Cross. 

DR, Dh,_YTON: But at 3 o'clock you were at the TvlcKenize side because you 

were present at the c0nference and you remained •ln the MacKenzie side 

and you were there all night. 

DR. DR,�YTON: Thank you. 

MR. SHBPHBRD: Now I w .. nt to clear a few points too. Would you look 

at exhibit O. Was this your record{{ :rescue Oi)<::rc1tion t .,,t you sub-
.'\)� ·---y--- -mi tted to your commanding officer. So y,.>u have a copy of it -ch:rwrr? 

WITN".8SS: Yes sir. 

MR. SHEF'H£RD: I noted that in two cases ,�ttempts were mc-.de to put 

out fires and your volunteers were setrn breaking down doors or 

breaking windows of ,,remis0s. Would that be a conclusicm to put 
-····-

....... � .. ,-.....,..., ... ;,, •• -,-<\••./'••--·· -·-- ···--· ---

- ·:··.,l!if
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� t.o_p.�t fires or S.:l.Ve lives?

27.11.64. 

i · . ....,. J.'
,._,..9- vJL 

• WITNESS: It would be both. On many occasions scre2l!ls and we sn1u.sb.ed

our way into the buuses cJ,nd .1tha t wc.s the first a -i;tempt to try to

put it out and we extinguish a_ few that w, .y.

DR, DRAYTON: Did you at antimc prepare a lengthy st--:.tement.

WITl'f:EiSS: res.

·DR . DRAYTON: Where is the lengthy s ta ter:ient.

--WITNESS: This is the'}Major part.· I have tc:-ken out of it a:p.1-,endices which

were the information from the ch::.ef r,1edic, .. l ofi ice:r of the llemera·ra

:Bauxite-Company -...nd also information received from the police sta";i0n.

·1H'i'lIBSS: In other wor ds my initial report wu.s conprehensive i:!.nd

which were supplie� by other persons.

DR, DRAYTON: Did your lengthy report cunt,:iin sta·Lements of opinion.

WIT:NESS: I have written to the commandinE;' officer on this corr.-

prehensive statement;

DR. nR.YTON: I am just asking for �he benefit of the ComQissinni ..

if yotj couid let us have a copy of the comprehensive stateLlent tbat

you tendered to the B.G.\.y.F.

WITNl<�S: I hav�n•t got it. It is with the commanding officer.

DR. DRAYTON: Could you make that statement �vailable.

M:R. SHBPHERD: I�don't qu:�te understand whc::,t the st._tement is for.

Wh-,1·-t;""i·s the _p&rpose of this question. Do you want all the records?

It is qy.i te impossible to get to the :file .. c.;;binet and work 
v--p-,N µJ,� . 

jv-upwards �t

��l right to get to the truth 
1
not examinfi:(e all the rE:cords.

DR, ])}LlYTON': MaJ,�r Langham prepared a very lengthy 

We would like to see it. 

Mr, Shepherd� For what? 

Dr. Drayton: I am not here to be cross examined. 

Mr. Shepherd: I am here to understand what 

Dr. Drayton: I am speaking clear English. 

very lengthy st�tement of the events? 

Witness: Yes. 

is going 

You have 

s tt-1. .;ement. 

on. 

prepared. a 

Dr. Drayton: And this statement y...;u have tendered to the commissi.,.)ners 
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is ct,tlled from the lengthy statement? Did you admit this just now? 

Witness2 ,Yes 1 but I don't remembor saying thi�
/\

.

Dr. Drayt'on: How mc1.ny :pages were there? 

Witness: Sev.enty-six sir. 

Dr Drayton: Do you care to tender it to the Commissioners. 
t---� J 

Witness: I do have th-ern. It is not in my posscsoion. 

Dr; Drayton: What happened to tuem? 
- -\>

Witness: Colonel De Freitas has ttrorh. 
- +-

Dr. Drayton: Oh, Colonel De Freitas has thbn. Major Langham 

what is the extent of your Military Training. How many years? 

Witness: Eighteen years. 

Dr. Draytom �'ilia t is the extent of the training of your men who 

were under your command? 

Witness: Varying from three years to one year. 

Dr. Drayton� Well//by tha�ou mean that tho men had one ye r to

three years? 

Witness: Some· have one year and others three years. 
/ 

Dr. Drayton:/ Thank you very much. Now with respect to the British 
i , 

Guiana VoL6nteer Force how many days training they had? 
,. 

Witness :/Two afterno,_yns per week . 
I 

Dr. Drayton: For how long?-

Witness: Two hours every afternocn. 

___ ·Dri�D:rayton: Was this training enou� for the disturbances at Wismar? 

.Witness: They had no training for such things ·h-ko riots. 

(

; WITNES0: I am saying that you have got the st�tement in front of 

�d summary of oper�tions, 

l 

i 
I 

PROF. DRilYTOU. l'We have got the bulk but I p0rsonctlly as a E1ombor 

of this commissi:m would like to ha.ve the compete stat0ment thut 

you tendered to Colonel De.Fretias in the disturbances. 

MR. SHEPFITu1ill: I she¥.L�"-like to know why? why do you wc.:.nt GYerything?

, PROF·. DRJ..YTONg B8cause as a member of this commission, I feel this t<.:, 

relevant. 

MR. SHEPHERJ): The witness is here, he can give y,;u everything. 

DH. DiutYTON: Mr. Chain,an I can I t underst..,�nd this hcsi tancy 

to produce this report, I am quite anxi.;us to 6cn the truth ' 

..... t.b_.e.r.-0.:f�,ll',f;\.,_..J; .. ro..�fLl .. P.+..O.\:l§ . .thi;.1..l, .�'.r.:I:? en tire s ta temen t be t8nde8."ed
·.•,•.•, 

:ti 
::�; 
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27.11.64. 
0 �u,,-.,,,L""'--:-� 

CH.i1.Ifil111\.N: 
'· 

At this sti:l,ge v.he cuurt sh . ..-uld have a :r>es-eu-e,-;-: •• 

-lµnch. 

r-rn;v. MC DONALD: Was this the actual �1'� • 
1

ou gav0 yc:,ur mGn,

not to sc1ve any prop0rtios, but to savo lives·?

WITllfESS: Yes si i;,1 I told them not to b•Jthor to Sc;,Ve properties

but to savo people's lives.

MC DONALD� How l::mg did this rescuing opera tbn go .m for?

WITNESS: All day and all night.

MRS. MOO�OO: I understand th�t a member of the V�lunteGr F0rce,

Lieutc:-. ,rtt Wishart sh(,t a man who was lo/)ting, do you kn(JeJ if

this man was kill�d?

WITI::ESS: He was w-�md.ed. 

MRS. MOOTOO: Could you tell us a little m::.ire about this incident? 

wrr.rim:.:;s: Thi!�worG S()me poo:,:ile wh0 were looting, they WGl'O told • 

to stop. They didn 1 t f:l t JIJ, and i)fe threG pE:rs .ms -.lpened fire. Of 

those three, s<.:mebody sh0t him and the bullet went thr0ugh his middle 

and came ,;.ut the Jther side. I didn 1 t seG wl,o shct him, all I know f �­

tha t he was sh0t. After-wards the father of the boy went to Mrs. 

Wishart and ·+:,. . ...,, . .__,{..ult h�lB' life. 

MRS. MOOTOO: She wqs th�eatened only by the Boy's father? 

WITHESS: Yes, that is all I understand. 

- MRSJ:""MOOTOO� This man, ,ms he actually louting?

WITNESS: Some people worG l,:,,oting and he broke away.

MRS, MOOTOO: Did you k:now where he was lo..,ting? 

WITN'ESSi I don't know. 

DR. DRAYTON: What time did Asshdant CommissLmor Isaacs arrived 

in the area? 

t.o WIT1mss: \I'he best _,f my I'ucollectLm ar .. mnd. 3 0 1 clock, on the 25th. 

CF..AIRM.1cN: Maj;.;r Langha . .rn what trd.ining did the i;:iembers uf the Voluntec-r 

force receive( in dea}.:i.ng with ri ::>t}Jv?J:.:·owds? 

WITNESS� No tr2,ning at all. 

CHt1.IRMAN� The a tm:.isphere _.n the 23rd, was it differem; t·::i the ,me 

on the 24th? 

1TITlIB8S: Yes. 
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CHAIRMANs J;)id you havo any ]alk with Mr. Hobbs? Had y...,u at 

any time told him of the necessity to embodiy the entire Volunteer 

force? 

WITNESS: I may have had. 

CR.AIRMAN: If the police are doubtful of the situatuivn at Wismar, 

they would contact their headquartsrs, and if they couldn't help 

they would contact your headquarters. 

WITlf.1£SS: Yes sir. 

CHAIRlVIAN: Did you ask Mr. Ilobbs if he c::,u_;d c,.,ntc:Lct his headq_m1rT,Grs 

so that y,.:iu could get the neces::;ary powers to embody the wh0le of 

�ur Volunteer force?. 

WI'I'NJESS: It is difficulty to answer that question? 

CHi-.IRMAN: Did you ask him. 

i WITNESS: I am pretty sure I sug15ested th;;;.t my men sh..,uld be USbd.

CH.il.IillilAN: Did you s,uggest that to Mr. Hobbs? 

WITNESS: I beleive I did. 

ClfoIRivli�N: Neve;r-the-L:lss, you were given perrnissic,n on M,ondar24th. 
-1:::::, �_....-,), ' � "'.).-� 

WITNES0: Yes. 

CHi-tIRMAN: About what time w0uld y:.;u say y.,u had another 2�-th-? 

WITNE3S: . We got another 2f to 30 ab,>Ut thre" quart0rs of an houx· 

after the first�batch. The last� came in about 5.00 o 1 clock. 

- -·-···· Clli-r-IRM:;:�N: When did you go acroass •• to Wismar?

WI'I'NE'SS: Shortly aftGr 3. 00 o I clock. 

CHAIIDUtN: You worked in CJnjuction with the Police but you were 

in full control of your force? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

CF...AIIIB'Lf\..N: Did you have any discussi-..ms with the Senior P,.;lice? 

WITNESS: There was no time to dis.Guss the:, si tu,1tion. 

CfutIRMAN: Did you plan any corse of ;;..ctiun between the police and 

y,JUrs elves? 

WITNESS: I naturally did not think that there was any point in planning 

a course of action. It was clear and obviuus wha.t was to be dur:e 

It was a rescue operation and while rescuing was being carried �ut 

any individual seen setting fire to houses would havo been shot. 

/ CHAIRIY1.AN: 
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27.11.64. 

CHAIRMAN: 11.t 10.00 when y .. u went ,.1ver was vi,Jlonco c.t d..ts height or 

was it still building? 

WITN1i:SS: 

CH.aIRMAN: 

It was high on0ugh. 

The ,mly form of opera ti jU thc1 t was poscibllJt/tfb:ng in 

the injured people? 

WITN"ESS: That was primarily what we did. 

CH.i1IRH.AN: What preven ta ti ve measures wer., tak,.m by y:,ur fox-ce in 

conjunction with the Police. 

WITN"ESS: Where ev8r we found a crowd we dispersed them. 

CRAIRMAN: How? 

Winr"""'SS: l3y addressing them. 

CHAIRMAN: Did it -become apparent that he arsonists could not be 

CdUght? 

11HTNESG: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: Did you take a�y measures? 

WITNESS: The only method WcJ.S to tr_y to disperse the crowd. 

CI-LtIRI-IJ.A.N: Your s�ldiers h�d rifles? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

CHAIID-1.Mh Wha: were your mecLns of communication? 

WITNESS: l3y mouth. 

CHAIRMAN: Do you know of any company in the Volunteer Force. 
-� �---

equipped with Wireless sets? 

WITNESS: I do not know. We have not got any, 

CHitIRMAN: Do you think it is necessclry to the efficiency of the Force? 

WITNESS: Very desi��ble�\ -V'I 

0 � l 

o-- � CRAIRM.ANa At 11.00 yo�1 felt that the For0u was inadeQuate to deal with 

the situation. What ciid yuu do? 

WITfi'SS: I spoke to my Senior and in answer he told me that they 

were authorised to embody 24 men. 

CH.,1IRMAN: Did you try to 1;et in contact with him again? 

WITNESS: It was im1)0ssible. The telephone lines w0re enga.ged. 

CHAIRMAli: Is there n0 otuer met1ns •)f communica tLm with y .. mr Force? 

HITNESe No Sir. 

CEt;.IRMAN: tJ.ow in deal:i ng with the nuruly crowd I heard the:. t 
/Lieutenant 
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tvi-;/ Lieutenant Wi'sho.rt fired a sh-.:,t that injured someone \ He throantend

as a result? 

WITHEoS: I understand so. 

CHADmAN: Did the Volunt<h\.,rs rnako us of 'l'oar 1st:.s and shells. 

WFl°'NESS: No. 

CH.itIRMAN: Wero they- usod by tho I'olioe? 

WI'l'NBSS: Yes. 

CF.AIRMAN: How many wero used? 

WI'l'N.JSS: I dam' t know. 

CHAIRMAN: You li,:,r�..Qtostifying 

� ll,v--'l ��� e..,.....1.A. �(J be tendered �t, 

1 MR. SHEPHERD. I h:,wo no objectLms.

CHJ1.H-Jl1AN: The statements that Major Langham prepared is very vital. 

MR. ::5ff.8PHBRD: If. ha ]ms them there is no objection�- why ho s11-uld :1ot 

produce them. 

MR. SHBPREHJ): WherG is the stc.1temont. 

·, \-1HTNESS: Colonel De F1·etias has �m but I bcl.ve kept a c:.;py -.:;f it in

th f - l h • h t lL tlo.�(.)LA'Yd 17 t1 • f t • - t • d _e i_e 9 w ic_, as a ,-�nar, an a _ • 1e in orm3., ion is c·;_:,n "'ine 

therein. 

CHAIRM1.\.N: Yes. 

WITN:hSS: There were several casual\ties and injuries which were 
- ____ .. --·��

taken to the hospit�l. 

DR. DIUi.YTON: In tri�·event could Colonel Do. Fretias be cont,1cted 
-th-

and ho be allowed to tendor
1

s ta tement. 

CH,:.IRMAN: This c��n be solved betwe1;:;n y 
c,�/b. 

urself and the Colonel 

so that yuu can be able to produce then. 
.. H 1 

. . _ �'-"'{ v4ytL-, 
MR. C.AR'l1JiiR: Well I beleive that 0n Tuesday I � be able to -c;et 

--t.J e.::--- I 
•� and b-e--a-tr'\,:.::::.....to ·proliuc..c the necessary stc:.tem ents. 

CHAIRMAN: If then, is r10 m0re q_t:esti,.Jn 9 Mcl.jor Langham can be 

excused. 

MR. SHEPHERDi I am very puzzled, I wuc1ld like to know why the sti::.te­
,,A..,:, 

ment\ ....xe necessary? 

CH,1. IRMAftt�-e-s-Bettt-l-t,nmm. 

MR.P.N. SINGRg I have just uoticed Mr. Hub�s in tho hearing of the 
cGurt 
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court. Is h0 giving evidence? I do not think tat Mr. !+obos who 

will be giving evidence shJuld be in the court, as all the ot er 

witnesses are out of Court� 

MR. SHEPHER]): I would like someone to guide me, as I need a Solj.citor 
I 

Mr. Hobbs is my Solicitor v.nd I think tha.. t he would be in Court be'... 

side me to instruct me and act as my Solicitor. 

CID1.IRMAN: I think that this c1uestion has already been raised and 

no one mentioned anything or raised any objection. The Commissioner 

gave Mr. Hobbs permissi,;n to sit in the building, 

MR. P.N. SINGH: W0ll then in '.ehe circumstances I think that no evidence 

should be allowed to be taken from Mr. Hobbs. 

DR. WINFEl.i:D PRIES (Witness Sworn) 
{) 

I � {) rlw\""\. \, ",...__.{4' inr.RJ.,MS.nROOP: Dr. are· yvu \r<:::gisteredl,'-t.u.. Y 
" 

WITNESS: No I am duing my i;nterusliip. 

(.),1-/'_ MR, RAMS .. tROOP: On the 26 of May were yuu Int&rn at the Geor(!,'etown 
j\ 

hospital? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

MR. RAMS1-1.R00P: Dr. on tLe 26th May of this year did you examine 

one Ivy Ramnarase. 
-· - . ·:.-,,,a.�- -

WITNESS: I can't remember. 

CHAIRMAN: Have y::iu no notes to check. 

WITNES0: I ioias only notified yesterday that I had to ap1.ear in Court 

today 1 so I had no tirue to look up my notes or records. 

IvIR, fu\JVISAR00P: Mr. <hairman I am wondering if t is Wi tn0ss would bo 

availc!.ble for Court on Monday. I can ap4;recie. te the difficulty 

she is having in n0t beine\otified. 

CHAIRMAN: My instructi0ns were that they shvuld be instructed to 

give evidence, I remember distinctly prep�ring lists of evidence. 

The doctors shutud have been there yesterday. Why wen': they only 

notified yesterday? 

CF.J,.IRMAN� Dr. Fries I am afraid you will be of no use to the Comr.Gission 

without your notes. You will be served with a summ::ms to give 
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evidence on Monday at 8.30. 

CfutIRMAN: Colonel King sh0uld be giving evidence at 12,30. 

MR. SHEPffii;RD: Colonel King w1..s called to a Conference. Pus.�iblc 

he has bee,n detained but as soon as he ""rrives I eill inform the 

commissi0n. 

Court' agc�in adj0urned for a few minutes until the arrival of Colonel 

King. 

WIT�1£SS: Colonel King 

CHAIRMAN: Your first na·ne? 

WITNESS: Robert. 

CHAIRMAN: You are the commanding officer the Briish Garrison. 

'WITNESS: I am the oomr:iander of the British Gar:,: is on 9 the same thing. 

MR. fuuViSAROOP: C9lonel during the night of the 25th May this yenx 

uere you told of anything in relationship to there being incidentH? 

CHAIRMAN: That s h;.mld be the 24th? 

WITNE'SSa On the night of the 24th I had information t1.at some troubles 

had started in the Wismar/Christianburg area. 

MR. R,J11SAROOP: Yeg� what was tr.e source cf y,rnr inforr.iati-::in? 

WITN�SS: It was from the police. 

MR. RA.MSAROOP: Would it bo from the Commissioner of Police? 

WITNESS: No·i-fwas from the force control. 

MR7llii'.MSAROOP: Following that information �:ta.you on the 25th of 

this year put one to two of y,,ur companies at vne hour's n0tice 

to move to MacKenzie? 

WITNH..JSS: I did. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes. 

MR. RA.M8.;1.ROOP: 'I'he neces,:.,ary orders wE:re given by whom? 

WITN�S�: They were given b� me. 

:MR. RAMSAROOP: They were given by y.:>U? at that time Colonel d:l.d 

you expect troops from England th�t h�d not urrived yet? 

&.ITNJLS:S: Some troc.ps had arrive o.,nd su1ae were ,:trTivine that da.y. 

MR. RAMS,-!.ROOP: Commander at around 2 p.m. on the 24th May tLiB ye2.r 

did you attempt a security counsel meeting? 

WI'F�fJi;SS: J:f�ton the 24th on the 25th. 
/ .MR. Pu;..MS,;.ROOP 
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JJR. RLDYISAROOP: On the 25th May command.or you 2-ttended a me,,ting or 

the security counse)}. at the Minis 'Ii�,:.' of hloma laffu.i:r·s. 

WITNESS: That is so. 

MR. RAMS1'_ROOP: Commander was the \hsamr si tua.tion discu®ee. at that 

meeting? 

WI'l·IIJ'.c!;SG: It was • 

MR. RA.MSJI.ROOP: Was there any request by anyone pres,,nt at that nectinG"? 

WITlIB'flS: There was a suggestion. 

MR. "&U\'18,i.ROOP: By whom. 

WITN3SS: By the minister. 

6FJLIRM.AN: Yes. 

MR, R,.JiiS_.ROOP: Without a formally sit,,ned req_uest is tLc mili'tury :power 

to go into �cti0nn? 

CH.AIRMAN: I don 1 t want to inteL UJ)t but may we have this sugr;estLm

Wh2..t we.s 1;h.:i.t sug0e8tion? 

WITN.BSS: The sugg0stion was that the Bri1;ish Troups should c--1me to 

assistance of tbe police and othe security forces in Wismar. 

MR. Ri1.Mf:LROOP: Is it necessary for their to be a formally signr:;d re""-ues t 

before the military is :put into ct.Ction? 

WITNESG: Yes. � 

- .MR.-IDJ1S,.ROOP: Did you returned to headc1u<1rters around 3 p.m.?

WITNES�: Yes, I did.

MR. RAMS,cROOP: And on your return did 'ny:.me ring y .;u in c,)nnnection

with t.,e Wismar disturbances.

WITNESS� Yes.

MR. RAMS1.ROOP: Who is t at person?

The commissioner of Police. 

NR. IW-1Sil.ROOP: Can you say that exactly he told. you? 

WITNESS: He told me he had further news of r·he disturbances at Wismn.r, 

and he ree;_uested that British Tr,,ops be dispatched there. He said 

he would send you a formal signed rec.cues for British '11roups to come 

to the �ssistance of the Police. 

MR. R.Al•,1S ... ROOP: Did he <.1J.s o tell you thu. t 2. Dakota was a rec,_ uis i t:i oned 
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required for a troop lift? 

WITNE'BS: Retold me that he hud arranged fur that, 

c.MR. R.ii.lViS�,_ROOP: Were the arrangements c0nfirmed?

WITWBSS: It was. I was told it would be standing by. From 16 h0urs 

fr-.)m 4 p • m • 

MR. RANSAROOP: Js it /j;rue that Demba have offered their air craft to 

take troo:ps from Ogle? 

WITNBSSz They did. 

M:R. fuJ1iSAROOP: Did you give orders to the Commanding Officer of the 

Queen's Own Buffs? for a palto0n of Company 'C', Devon and Dorsers, 

to be alerted? 

WITNESS: I did. 

MR. Rtl.MSAROOP: A Platoon :.>f 'C' Company of the Devon c1nd Dorsets 

move to MacKenzie and zround 5 p.m. of tl.o.t di::i.te, the airfraft 

was loaded with your ccmpany and put off from Atkinson for MucKenzie1. 

arriving there at 5.30 p.m. 

WITNESS: Correct, aboi::t that time .. 

MR. RJ1.MS1,ROOP: You menti..med th&. t cJ.fter a briefing bu the police 

Lieutenant Thomas, after a �olice briefing, he sent 3 patrols across 

the river to w::.smar where they began operc1,tion c1t ap.,.roxirna.tely 6.15 

p.m.

WITNBS8: T,.\.HT IS so. 
-·-- �-

.MR. fuiMSAROOP: About 8 p.m. on the 25th May did you givG or-ders to s 

O.C.C. cor:ipc:1,ny, l D and D what would that be?

WITNES::3: Officer commanding 'C' Compn.ny first Devon and Dorset 

Regiment. 

MR. Rill,1S1,ROOP: You giv1:., orders a.round 8 p.m. to move to MacKenzia 

with the tuc�ical h�adqu�rtars? 

WITN,!!;SS:, Yes
J 

that is a small headc.i_uarter. 

MR. Ri1.l'liS;.ROOP: And anot er platoon to fliacKenzie? 

WITN.t!SS: Yes. 

tilt. Rii.MS:c,HOOP; And for· ti'Jis purpose the Demba launch Pobris was 

being sent to MacKenzie and t.at Launch was ehoduled to b� �� Atkinson 

stalling about 8. p.m. 

/WITNi!iS.:3: 
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27,1164. 

WITNESS: No,' about 12 mid-night. 

MR. R11.MS11.ROOP: Those 'troops left at 30 h .,urs. viha t wou1.d oe that 

be? 

WITW-.t!JSS: That is 30 minutes after midnigh, on the 26th of May. 

MR. R.'iMSAROOP: And the arrived at :MacKmnzie at ,,_ hours. 

WITNESS: Thc1t is 4 in tte morning of the 26th May. 

.,, .. ;,, 

MR. R.i1.MS.liROOP: And patrols from these reinforcements were J�erating 

by 0530 hours? 

WITNES,J; That is 5.30 n,.m. on the mvrning of the 26th. 

MR. RAMSAROOP: At the time of the Sun ChaprJan incident folL..Jwing 

the disturbances at Wii,ma1·/ Chris tianburg MacKenzie. Can you r6call 

what was the strensth of yuur troops at MacKenzie. 

WITNE0S: There was a company of about 90 British troops. 

MR SHEPHERD: Is it a fact that troops were flown out from the U.K. 

on 24th and were in a6tion at Wismar on the 25th. 

WITNE'S8: No sir not quite, tro ,ps were flown on the 23rd and tney 

arrived on the 24th. 

MR. SHPHERD: The 24th was a Sa turd�.y. 

WITNESS: Yes sir. 

MR. SHEPHERD: It is true ·tihat there we:.ce other British tro�,ps in tl:.e 

action on ot er parts of B.G. 
·- ·_;._.,..e<.-r-

WITNBSS: That is true. 

MR: SRt;Pffilill: These troops the 1 C 1 Company of tJ.e first battalion 

of the Devon and Dorset regiment were most conveniently dispersed for 

you in the Wismar area. 

WITNESS: That is right, becc..SU6 they rem5,inder of the :British troopi3 

were sent flying across with the exception of some British troops in 

Georgetown there were no other. An� the first battalion of the �evon 

Dorset regiient has just come in from England, 

ME. SHEPHERD: And they were already at Atkinson field, Q,nd it was on 

the 25th that the comrrissj_oner of the Police told you that there was 

transport to take them and the transport was in f�ct the Dakota. 

WITN"".l!i'S8: Yes. that is corrnct. 

MR SHEFFT..l!,"'R]): It is correct that the British troop are trained 1,rima.rily 

• ··>-, ••• ,.,..,,.--.«,,, .. �-•··�-----·· ···- .. -�--·:77
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as soldiers not as policemen? 

WITNES�: That is so. 

MR. SHEPHERD: But if is practise to Give aid to the civil power 

to quell distur·oances? 

WITNES-S: That is so. 

MR, SHEPHERD: In this case following the met: ting of the securi ';y 

counssl on the 25th, you ha.d a req_ues·t from the commissioner of 

police to give aid to the oivil power. Have y,m request in wri"ting? 

WITlrESS: I have a photos1jatic copy of t�at requ&st. 

MR, SHEFHERD: I suggest that the record be submitted to serve 

as exhibit.' when only one plcltoun had been sent ahead under the 

several command of the terms app<l,rently they were in disp..>sed. 

Senior police officers_,is that so. 

�ITNB�S: Not necessarily the case everytime. 

MR. SHEPHERD; When ti.� officer conmanding the I C I company arrived 

personally at Wisrnar he took them to o;erati..>ns. 

WI'l'NE:38: Yes he did. 

MR. SHBPHERD: Thank you, no further questions 

MR. P.N. SINGH: No questions. 

DR. Dfu�YTON: Colonel King, you say that �n the night of the 24th 

you receive a message from +.he police force control. 

-·WITNESS: No sir, we slwi:l.ys get in touch with the polio& farer:: contiol.

Colonel King waw sworn in u_nd s tD- t,.s as follows, -

WITlIBSS: We always ke�p in touch by mens 0f Force C,mtrol a,t the

Police station, in case a1.1Y report st.1.0uld come in f;!.bout the tr.:oubh

area, we c-:iuld be able to send the tro,Jps right away.

DR j)R.AYTON: What time was it?

1HT1flESSg I think it was about 10 o'clok to 11. p.m. I was told b0fcre

of that.

DR. DR;.Y1rON: How long before?

\,ITN�Sw: About an hour.

DR DIL�YTON; About 9, p.m. somebody

at Wismar� and that the situation

police force cuntrol 
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was grave, so. you imni'ediately dispa\�,..,;�•-··r,;.;,,dit
and Dorset' Regiment. Do you alw2.ys do tha.-t? 

WITNES�: That's the normal thine; WE: .,;,lways do. 

DR. D:R..YTON: After you r0ceived the report, yJu thuught there mi.zht 

be trouble and y0u automatically shotemed the notice. You foresaw 

trouble? 

WITNESS: I think it mig. t be trouble. 

DR, DRAY'I10N; Did you have nny discussion with the Commissioner of 

Police between 10 p.m, on the Sunday and the socurity counsel meeting 

on the 25th? 

WITN1l:SS: I beleive I did, The -commissioer told me that he had sent 

one of his policemen to Wismar you see what the situation was ot ihe 

time. During the night of the 24th be didn 1 t have the re1,::.rt from 

Mr. Isuace ;;.;.t the time . 

DR, DRAYTON: What time was this? 

WITNB,'SS: About 9 o!clock in the rnvrning. 

DR DRAYTON� But .the reFJrts have come in abl;Ut tho disc,ster the 

r,revi-.;us night. Wc.s the commissi:mer aware of this? 

WITNESSg I assume ho was aware, 

DR. DR;�YTOl'T: Who was pr0sent at ihG moeting on t e 25th Me,y. 

1HTlmss� The Ministe:c', CommissionGr of Police, myself and the permanent 

secre-tc:,ry of Homa Affc1irs. 

DR. DRnY'l10m When the lV1inist8r madG the req_uest thn.t the British ., __ rmy 

sh:..>uld comG to the assistance of the Folic(; and. Volunteer forces at 

Wismar. Did you remember what the situation had been? 

Wi tnesq Because I thought thesi tua tion woo notfull:>· known, 

Dr, Dray_ton; Row long d.id the Security Council Ii1Geting last? 

Witnessi I think about 45 mins. 

Dr. DraytongAbout 3 p.m. :,,·ou arrived at the Road Quarters, n.nd within 

minutes of your return, the informat:..ou suduonly became �vailable u,bout 

the extreme gravity, You had the rcp0rt frora ihsmar and it Wc!-S nece::ssary 

to a�k for the assistanc8 of tho Bri"tish Forces, Did you hap�en tc 

know the time the Comr:1issi0ne1· Issacs arrived a "t .M;1.ckenzie? 

Witness: No. 
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Dr Drayton:At the Security Council� 

made a suggeslion, why wasn't 

Witness: I made no cornmGr.t on 

Mrs.Motoo: You said that your tro0ps did not le�ve at 3.45 from 

Atkinson F'ield? 

Witness:Because there was no air-craft available until four. 

Mrs. Motoo:You s�id the Commissioner of Police r�ng you up, and 

said that your craft would be nady at 40 1 clock, o..nd that it wo.s standing 

by. Why didn't you take off at that time? 

Witness: We had to load fo,)d, ammunition and radio sots, all this ta.kcs 

time, and the troop was told to stand by because they were given one 

hour's notice. 

Mrs.Motoo: Do you always w..tit this long? 

Witness: It depends sometimes soldiers are kept longer than necess�ry 

when they arenot fully equipped. 

Mrs. Motoo� Why did ypu not put them on 30minsalerted? 

. Witness� The air-craft ifoS not ready, a.nd they would not have been 

able to leavein 30mins. 

Chki.irman:A formal request for Civil power had to be from the Commissioner 

of police? 

Witness: '11he Minister informed the Governor that if the tro0ps were 

required to give assistanco to tho Civil powers She ap�ointed the 

-�-=--Corr..missi0nor of Police the Minister could have u.irectod you?

Witness a Yes Sir, In this circumstance she had appointed the Commi;3E;ioner

of Police �G her.represent�tivo.

Cha.i:rmangOnly in those circ...lmstancos?

Witnessglt was on the 22nd May that the Minister advisod the Governor

that she wished the Commissioner of Police ini ta tc the interventia:'l

of troops t·.nder my.· command if it becar,rn ni:Jcessa.ry.

CID-1.Ifili!AN': Could you say if she had completely delo6a ted the powers

to the Commissioner of Police?

WITNESS: No sir she could have delegated the _;.,mrers herself.

CHi1.Iml!AN: I have my no-toe and I will re,.d tr.cm for y·ou. Wismar

was first discussed. I asked if it wc:.s necessary now to sond the

troops to the area. Commis�ioner of Police felt th�t thin0s wGre 

/in hand 
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in hand and, t at he did not wc..nt to de/1"&!1,;.,,1 .. ,,, ... 1 ... 
v.,

5 ";,H,u;···1p 
• • ��.Ut•·: 1�i�:��f,nsH .

tr0uble had been reported. I expros'sed fully my intere�\d'i'n ': �-.ri-e • ·,;·:i:"'.;•:;-t.,,.,__,

si tua ticn and I expressed fully tba t. tho Officer in Ch:.::.rge shi>Uld 

reJ?o:rt. 

CHAIR.lliI.AN: You were also informed t. at the Voluntour Force had been 

embodied and had been ·,rnrking in cunjuction with the y0lice? 

WITNESS: I believe so. 

CHAIRMAN: Around about 11 1:iinutes to eleven o'clock you rccei ved a 

telephone call or a wireless ii10s,,ai3e? 

WITN"ESS: It was a telephone call. 

CHAllli,1AN: Now the I C' Company ,m,s at ntkinson Field having arrived 

ab'out 24 h..,urs before th�t is Sunday. They were posted for u.uty at 

Diamond Estates on the .h;i.ist Br�nk? 

WITlfES;..,: I don 1 t think so. 

CHAIRMAN: The eviq.ence of the lieutenant is that he left DL1wmd. 

after your informati0ri at t0n minuues to eleven on the night of the 

24th, was ,_'there a change in the· stand-by order. 

WITNESS: I did not do it at that time boc,_.use there wore occasions of 

beatings. In actual fact I told them that they w0uld leave at 1 hour's 

hour's notice from 5.00 O'clock that morning. 

CHAIRMAN: U'hat was for MacKenzie? 
-�""'If--� 

WITNESS: This was not known to them but I had Mc Kenzie in mind. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 

DR. DRAYTON: Would you say that the Minister of Home ''ffo.irs h:1.d 

power to sign a rec,_uest sug6esting this ,.nd that you would have 

been obligGd to act on it? 

WITN.i:GSS: 'Yes Sir. I would have had to inform the Governor cf 

course. In fact if I had not c.:. letter from the Governor previously 

on 22nd May and had. received a directive from the Minister of Ilome

A;ffairs I would have had to refer the matter to the Governor's 

Office. 

DR DRAYTOU: When the Commissioner of Police issued "" dirccti•.;a., 

were you obliged tc obey it? Yes or no. 

MR. SHE}·B.ERD: Colonel King is a Cornr.ianding Of ricer cwd cannot ,5i vc 
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a direct ans,·rer. 

WITNESS: No Govern1:1ent can ordur me. 

assistance. 

DR. DRAYTON: So in fact neither the Minister of Ho1;10 Affairs nor 

the Governor could have insisted on your making troops available 

to the arer,,s? 

WITNESS; Only the Governor. 

., •;,,, ...

DR. DilAYTON: So in fo.ct you would say th.:i. t if the Minister of Home 

Affairs at the Security Council Meeting wade her sugJestion �nd 

this suggestion was turned down by the Comr:iisGioner of Police you 

could have refused to go 0n duty. 

Mr. SINGH: So in fact did you say if the Ihnister of Home Affo .. irs 

at the Security eouncil me.::ting on the 24th and 25th. Was it si.:g0ested, 

The suggestion was turned. down by the comr,1issiunor of ... olice. 

WITH.!!;SS: If she had then be,.:m present upon the people. 

WITNESS: I could have. 

MR. SINGH: With information at yo\lr disposal would yvu hc1ve r<dused? 

to accept it? 

WITNESS: At that time I don't know. I must t,:ke advice from the 

police in f�ct from the people. 

MR. SINGH: 1L1ifd not act on the Minister of Hone 1-1.ffairs. 
·__..-�?-

Wl'i?NESS; Yes. It had been macle not at that time. Yes Mrs. Jc1gan 

had be1.:;n to the people had come to the concli.,sion and had signed 

the Minister of Horne Affairs. 

MR. SINGH: You could have tendered it and not to accopt Mrs. Jagan 

request. 

WITNESS: I would tell y()u exactly what I would hav0 done. I would 

have got areoplane and flown to Mc. Kenzie and -r;hen had a l..Jok 

at the position for myself . 

.MR. SINGH: But you could not hc1ve disp...:.tched British 'troops an 

information of the rnj_nis t1:,r at that time. 

WITNESS: No bece..use the informe.tion was not there. 

HR. SINGH: Thank you. 

CF.AIRMAN: You sc:,id you received i,.:, letter fror:i tho Governor on 
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the 2ind of May which more or •,,> 'f\ �; j t j·,�1l• �:�!) (n, •(j�U�}f !Ji-.;�jjJ�t j�;�: . '; request from the Home ii.ffu,irs or the i,olice artu y,.:ru ·•1),,ii,,,,; .,,., ... 

act on the advice on either of ther:i·. 

c-- :,HRlflAN; Could we hci.VC a copy of that? 

WITNL'SS& Yes you may imle0d? 

l\IR. SINGH: ..11. photostatic copy. 

;:,, �-:• ' •( 

MR. SINGH: At this stage y0u may have kept an a.rmy vrbich will not 

be cleared up. 

WITNESS: Yes I may do so. 

CHAifil,iA.N: Yes proceed Mr. Shepherd. 

!llR. SHPE.lffi'RD: On the 2c:nd May the day of the conference meG ting was 

it a ta.gad. 

WITN:E:SS: Of course it was staged. sir. 

MR. SIIBP HERD: For the evidence or not. 

WITNES,.:,: I do not request anything sir. I den 't know the nature 

of the evidence. 

CELIIftM.Ll.N: Yes you ro,;_uested. 

MR. SHB�H�RD� No I do not because if I do had eviuence it will 

begin to fall into place and I stated we s,,y th.::.t the emeriency 

was declared by th8 Governor c::.cting .. m tho u.dvise of the I-'rer:iier 

or acting on the advice of the council of miniGters. 

WI.T1IESS: Council of :'.linisters. 

rm. SJlliPHERD: You sa.y that the Governor sent you the r:tinuteE.� a,;;;kine; 

to post three of y�ar tro0ps made of the civil power. 

Wl'rNE�3S: The govern•)r of course is cor,mand0r in chief. 

MR SF.EPilliRD: You replied a.s G�rrison cor:ir;1n.nder in British Guiana. 

WITNESS : This is so. 

:MR. SHJ.[;PHERD: So you may move wi tl-1 ord8rz not otherwise. 

MR. SHEPHERD: The Governor had of ccurse authorised y,m to act 

on supr,ort of the civil power and y..lu were in ci.not er situc1,ti:i!l, 

WIT1f8SS: Yes. 

MR. tiEEPillilill: Jmd ;yc,u will have to . ..,.ct 0n the ciiscri tion .:if pe·Yfle 

�nd you wouid not uct eGpeci�lly in writing by &, re�cr&en��tive of 
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present the J3ri tish Garrison on the c,.mncil of minist0rs. So 

far as you are aware internal security is the re�ponsibility of the 

council as filinisters. 

WI'l'NESS: That is so. 

MR. SHE?F..Ji]RJ): The defence of British Guiana u:,.on the other hand 

of the imperial is represented by the governJr. 

WITNESS� Right sir. 

MR; SHEl·H·i�R]): I am formally c.1sking the c01 .. missioner to call the 

premcir so I can question him that the council of c1inist .. rs q_uestion 

him where is there in immediate eoorgcnoy in British Guinnc::. r.nd that 

would be the forin::11 req_uest. I imac:;inu the commis::,ion can grc.nt 

it because I want to he,.r it fr0rn the L.pG of the premier. 'l'he 

emergency then the Cplonel King hc.1,d of cuurse just two days prior 

to the whole of the sGcurity cocncil. 

WITN"".8SS: Yes. 

MR. SHEPHERD: The troops were ready at your disposal were thvse 

who had just arrived the devo.n ,:md Dorset at Atkinson were 3ent. 

WITNESS: T'.o.ey were the only troops there. 

UR. SHEPHERD: 1fould it be rieht to Scl,Y that the troups hi.:.d been 

flown-.. _two days beforo action.---· � 

HH. SHEPITERD� There would have been enouc;h ti-.:>,Jps f:rvrn .:lsE>-Wh8re 

and it would be reedy for removal. 

1-fITNESS: DefinitGly. 

COLOrlliL Kins being sworn and ·states as follows:-

WITNl!iS::3: It would have meant m:.ivinB the tro¥ ps elsewhere. 

MR. SHEI•If£'RD: If the troo:ps ha,d not �r.L'ived would thi.'.t have involved

jeopardising the positiJn. 

WITrfBSSg Yes certainly. 

MR. SHEPHERD: No further questions. 

Cfu.IRM1-1.N: Thank you Colonel King. 

MH.. :.:iHEPEERD: If colonel King would now be releived we will be

ple�sed because he has many things tQ do. 
I CH.li.IRMAN: ...• 
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CHAiill,fAN: 

. :1 

:·and i·ie_ p<1ven' t anybody by the time, ;1e will rc.surnc� court torno.r.1·v,1

. 4- I 

at 9,30 and continue until 12.30, in order to get "through 1rith th .. ese 

;volunteers. 
r � �.• t• 
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